October 20, 2025

First graduations held for pilot reentry programs

JACKSON — Two new programs at the Mississippi Department of Corrections are preparing
inmates to work on small engines, heating and air condition systems among other skills for
employment once they are released from prison.

Thus far, more than 60 inmates have graduated, including a class of 56 on Monday at Central
Mississippi Correctional Facility in Rankin County and seven last week at the Pascagoula
Restitution Center.

Monday’s graduation was the first for the “Pathway to Success.” MDOC expects to expand the
eight-month program to other facilities. The initial participants completed nationally recognized
certifications in ServSafe, HVAC maintenance, air conditioning maintenance, forklift operation,
and heavy equipment training. Family members were allowed to attend the ceremony.

The individuals under supervisor at the Pascagoula Restitution Center completed the new small
engine repair class. They are now trained to repair engines most often found in boats, lawn
mowers, and ATVs - opening doors to new job opportunities.

Commissioner Burl Cain and his leadership team personally congratulated the graduates at
both locations to emphasize the MDOC’s commitment to preparing inmates for a successful life
after incarceration.

Commissioner Cain said morality and employment equal success. The former is supported by
prison seminary and related programs and the latter by reentry-oriented programs.

“Prison and corrections mean correcting deviant behavior. It doesn’t mean lock, feed, torture,
and torment. It means changing people’s lives where they can be employable and have a

decent life,” Commissioner Cain said. “We have to get you as inmates to understand that you
need to let yourselves be prepared to take advantage of the programs we have to teach you a



job skill. Families that have an inmate coming home who has a job and can support themselves
have a much better chance than an inmate who comes home as a burden.”

Monday’s inaugural class at CMCF is a model for the rest of the prison system as the MDOC
leadership continues to improve the program to help inmates across the state.

“Before we leave, we want to have a bunch of people like you in every one of our prisons. You
were the test and the test passed,” Commissioner Cain said.

George King, senior project administrator, helped create and guide the “Pathway to Success”
program. King noted that the inmates are not just eventually returning to society as citizens,
but as certified professionals to make a lasting impact.

“Each of these accomplishments represents far more than a certificate—it signifies a
commitment to change, hard work, and readiness to contribute meaningfully to society. These
graduates stand as examples of what rehabilitation looks like when opportunity meets
determination. Through hands-on training and mentorship, they have gained essential job skills
that will enable them to return to their communities as productive, skilled, and responsible
citizens,” King said.

Leroy Honeycutt, who is expected to leave prison next summer after more than 40 years of
incarceration for assault and other convictions, said the program gave him confidence that he
can successfully transition back to society.

“l haven’t let my crime and time define me. This program has helped me to be a mentor and
help others. It will help me as | transition back out. | am confident that | will have good job
security and morality,” Honeycutt said. “I got through the prison by growing and adapting
without being a victim of my environment. | will have so many options and | look forward to the
opportunities.”

Two graduation speakers reflected on being in the Pathway to Success program. One of them
was Cody Cole, who is about one year from completing a four-year combined sentences for
burglary and conspiracy offenses.

“We’ve had some really rough days but it has all paid off. I'm proud of y’all. You should be
proud of yourselves,” Cole told the other graduates. “I have seen a lot of lives change, but it
doesn’t stop here. When you walk out the door, it’s time to go out there to do something for
your families. It’s time to be the men — fathers and sons — you need to be for your families.”

Ronnie Gaddy, who is serving a life term for murder among other charges, serves as a mentor
and noted how the inmates helped each other finish the program. “You realized working
together as a group worked, didn’t it?” Gaddy said. “I listened to you tell each other ‘keep your
head up. You can do it. Don’t give up.” Now you are moving forward.”
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Leroy Honeycutt, inmate  Families of inmates were allowed to attend the graduation at the Central
Graduate Mississippi Correctional Facility.




Commissioner Burl Cain congratulates inmate graduates Eddie Taylor, top, and Timothy Miles (inset
below) on their completion of the Pathway to Success program.



