Blueberry Harvest at SMCI Enriches Meals, Minds

LEAKESVILLE — Pancakes, muffins, and cakes are among the foods flavored with blueberries at
the South Mississippi Correctional Institution (SMCI) thanks to the harvest of hundreds of
blueberries.

The seasonal operation maximizes productive activity while supplying fresh, locally grown fruit
directly back into the institution.

Nearly 20,000 pounds of blueberries (19,816 pounds) were already harvested earlier this
summer.

The primary goal of the agricultural program is to teach viable vocational trades and life skills
that promote moral rehabilitation and successful community reentry. By participating in the
daily maintenance, soil cultivation, and specialized harvesting of the orchard, inmates learn:

- Horticulture and crop management essentials

- Professional agricultural operation techniques

- Accountability, teamwork, and problem-solving skills

- A robust, dedicated work ethic adaptable to the outside workforce

These structured competencies significantly lower recidivism by ensuring participants are
prepared to secure agricultural employment or maintain sustainable family gardens upon
release.

Beyond professional development, the harvest is incorporated into the daily meal service for
the inmate population.




