April 30, 2026

Walnut Grove inmates bring in crop harvest

JACKSON — Walnut Grove Correctional Facility (WGCF) has planted approximately .75 acre of
crops, plus additional items in its greenhouse. The crops were planted beginning on March 23,
2026. They include okra, zucchini, tomatoes, squash, eggplants, cucumbers, peas, sweet corn,
and jalapeno peppers.

The harvested produce will be used to feed the inmate workers at WGCF for an incentive meal
several different times throughout the season. The goals of the WGCF Garden Program are to
teach inmates how to grow vegetables for food sustainability and to serve as a rehabilitation
program.

The Garden Program is tied to the Horticulture Class at WGCF, which teaches the basics of
growing a variety of plants.

“Our garden program at Walnut Grove is always a great success, and the inmates involved
always get so much out of seeing the fruits of their labor when the crops start growing and
being gathered," said WGCF Director of Programs Stephanie Johnston. "We are so excited to
see our new workers in the garden and horticulture program begin the process of seeing fresh
dirt turn into food on a plate after months of tending and harvesting.”




